Children’s auditions for Lakota West Theatre’s

A Christmas Carol
A Guide for Parents
The Basic Facts
What: Children’s auditions for Lakota West Theatre’s production of Charles Dickens’ A
Christmas Carol
When: Monday, September 10 4:30-7:00, Appointment required—no drop-ins, please
Where: Lakota West Theatre, 8940 Union Centre Boulevard
Open to whom: Children grades 3-8 who live in the Lakota School District
What do I need to do: You need to very thoroughly read all the information in this packet. It
will answer most of your questions as well as guide you and your child through the audition
process.

Questions and Procedures
What roles are available?
Boys’ Roles:
Boy (who delivers a turkey to Scrooge)—Since this part has the most lines and needs to
command a British accent, we recommend grades 6-8 for this part
Tiny Tim—He has to be small, so we recommend grades 3-4
Boy Scrooge (no lines)—Grades 3-8
Ignorance (no lines)—He has to be small, so we recommend grades 3-5
Girls’ Roles:
Fan—recommend grades 6-8
Belinda Cratchit—grades 3-8
Want (no lines)—She has to be small, so we recommend grades 3-5
Either Gender:
Two more Cratchit children—grades 3-8
Belle’s grandchildren—grades 3-8
Various town’s children (number to be determined at auditions)
**We tried to give you an idea of what grades would be appropriate for certain roles. However, since
size and maturity varies greatly, we would not prohibit any child from trying for a role. For example, if a
5th grade girl demonstrates that she could handle Fan, we would most definitely consider her. Or if a
child happens to be small for his/her age, then s/he could take on a younger role. Also, some of the
Cratchit casting as well as the casting for Boy Scrooge will rely somewhat on the high school casting,
which will occur right before children’s auditions. For example, Belinda Cratchit has to look younger
than whomever we cast as Martha Cratchit.
***We would like to stress that even the non-speaking roles will afford the children a strong presence in
the play.***

What does my child need to do to prepare for auditions?
1. If your child wishes to audition for Fan, Boy, or Belinda: Boys read for “Boy” in Scene A; Girls read for
Fan in Scene B (even if you are auditioning for Belinda, read for Fan in Scene B). These scenes need not
be memorized; in fact, we don’t recommend compounding the stress of an audition with the pressure to
memorize. However, we do recommend your child rehearse several times to be familiar with the scene so
they can read expressively.
2. If your child wishes to audition for any other part: Please have them prepare the male or female
(whichever is applicable) in scene C.
3. Your child may want to prepare more than one scene.
4. OPTIONAL: If your child has singing experience, s/he may sing one of the attached songs (“God Rest
Ye Merry Gentlemen” for boys auditioning for Boy; “Lo How a Rose E’er Blooming” for Fan; or “We
Wish You a Merry Christmas” for an easier song). An accompanist will be provided. Again, this is not
necessary to the audition process, and if the child does not sing, it will not hurt his/her chances of being
cast.
What do I need to do for auditions?
1. Email Paula Dolloff at pooladoll@yahoo.com to schedule a 30-minute audition slot. The audition times
are 4:30-6:30. When you email, include all of the following:
 If there is a certain time that you need, please specify. If you are flexible and are willing to allow us
to assign you a time, let us know that as well.
 In your email, please include your child’s name, your first and last name, the grade of your child, the
school your child attends (for informational purposes only), email address, and phone number(s) for
us to contact you.
 If you have no access to email, you may call Paula Dolloff at 682-4115, ext. 10431, but our
preference is for you to email if at all possible. If you call, please include the above information on
the recording.
 If possible, please indicate which part your child will audition for and whether or not s/he will sing at
auditions (which, remember, is optional). If your child has no specific part in mind, you may indicate
that as well.
 Audition sign-ups start August 5, 2007. Sign-ups close September 9, the day before auditions. We
will notify you within 24 hours of receiving your request as to when your audition time is. If you
send your email before August 5, we will honor it, but you also run the risk of having your email
overlooked. If you send your email after September 9, Paula—who will be working the day of Sept.
10—may not see it and your request will not be received in time.
 If you do not receive a follow up to your email within two days, at that time you are encouraged to
call. As we all know, sometimes emails don’t arrive when they are sent.
 If your child cannot make auditions on September 10, but still wants to auditions, please contact
Paula Dolloff at 682-4115, ext. 10431.
2. Please study the tentative rehearsal schedule and come to auditions with all conflicts written down. If
your child has just a couple of conflicts, that should not discourage your child from auditioning. We may
be able to work around a few conflicts. However, if it looks as if your child cannot make most rehearsals,
you may want to rethink auditioning.
3. Please look at the performance dates. If your child cannot make a performance, we regret that we will not
be able to cast him/her. Note that there is a performance during the school day (Tuesday November 13 8
am-10:30 am). Your child will need to be there. In years past, teachers and administrators from the other
Lakota buildings have been very supportive of children being allowed to miss school for this
performance. Even so, it is best to check with your individual school to see if they are on board.
4. Prepare your child for the audition (see below “What is it like to audition?”). Help them to be
enthusiastic but also help them to set realistic expectations. In the past, we have had as many 40-60
audition for West shows that have used children. We have no way of knowing how many will audition
for Christmas Carol, but we do know that we can’t cast everyone—on the flipside, we do need a lot
children, so we hope everyone who wants to be on stage will give it a try!
5. Please fill out the audition form in advance and provide us with a current picture of your child. The photo
will not be returned.

What is it like to audition for Christmas Carol?
1. Each 30-minute audition slot has between 15-20 children. Each child will have the chance to read at least
once. When reading auditions are complete, we will have children sing who want to (remember singing
auditions are optional).
2. The auditions will be viewed by Ms. Paula Dolloff, the director of Christmas Carol and Mrs. Kim Tanis,
artistic director of Lakota West Theatre. Additionally, there will be three high school cast members to
read with the students as well as our student musical director.
3. The auditions are closed. Only the people listed in #2 will be permitted to view auditions. Having
parents sit in on auditions can create stress for children auditioning.
4. At the same time, we ask that all children be accompanied by an adult at auditions. Please do not drop
your child off at auditions and pick them up later. We cannot guarantee their safety if they are left alone
to wait. If you have a student in the West Theatre program, they may accompany your child in your
place. Please understand that your child’s well being is of paramount concern for us.
5. We will post the children’s cast list on our website no later than noon on September 11.
What is it like to be in a West Show?
1. West Theatre has earned a reputation among the community for providing outstanding theatre. The
excellence of our productions is a result of a lot of rehearsal time and a serious commitment by all
involved.
2. On the flip side, being involved in a show at West Theatre can be a very rewarding experience and may
lead to a life-long love of theatre. For example, Jessica Burley, who portrayed Anne Frank last fall,
appeared in The Sound of Music as a 7th grader.
3. All children who appear in A Christmas Carol must pay a participation fee of $75. However, as an
alternative, the child can sell $100 in family or corporate patrons instead of paying the fee. We will
explain this program in detail at the parent meeting (see #4).
4. Our theatre program also thrives upon the support and tireless efforts of our parents through a Booster
program called “The Drama Mamas and Papas” (a/k/a DMP). Our first DMP meeting will be 7pm on
Tuesday September 18; this will also be a required for parents of the Christmas Carol cast. At this
meeting we will explain the sponsorship program as well as all the different ways you can help support
Lakota West Theatre.
5. During rehearsals and performances, the children will be assigned to certain high school students who
will help to supervise them and will be a “buddy” to them to answer all questions. The director, as well
as the adults on staff, supervise all students and children in a broad sense, but it is important for you to
understand that your child will be directly supervised by a high school student. Having said that, we will
choose responsible students for such supervision responsibilities, and—not that we’re at all biased—we
believe that some of the most outstanding young people in the community are the students of Lakota West
Theatre.
If you have any questions that are not answered by this packet, please call Paula Dolloff at 682-4115, ext. 10431.
But I do ask that you make sure you have read the entire packet prior to calling.
Thanks and we wish your child the best of luck at auditions!

Tentative children’s rehearsal schedule for Christmas Carol
Note: This schedule is subject to change, but this will give you an idea of the mount of rehearsing that
will take place. Please come to auditions with your conflicts written down.
9/19
9/24
9/25
9/26
9/27
10/1
10/2
10/3
10/8
10/9
10/11
10/17
10/18
10/23
10/24
10/26
10/29
10/30
11/1
11/4
11/5
11/6
11/7
11/8
11/9
11/10
11/13
11/15
11/16
11/17

4:30-6 Fan and Boy Scrooge
4:30-6 All children except Cratchit children
4:30-6 Cratchit children
4:30-6 Cratchit children, Ignorance and Want
4:30-6 Cratchit children
4:30-6 Boy
4:30-6 All children
4:30-6 Cratchit children
4:30-6 All children except Cratchits
4:30-6 All children
4:30-7 All children
4:30-6 All children except Cratchits
4:30-6 All Children
4:30-7 All children
4:30-7 All children
2:30-5:30 All Children
4:30-7 All children
4:30-7 All children
4:30-7 All children
2-6 All children
4:30-7 All children
4:30-7 All children
4:30-7 All children
4:30-7 All children
6:30pm Call, 8:00pm Show
6:30pm Call, 8:00pm Show
7am call, 8:15am show
5:30pm call, 7pm show
6:30pm, 8pm show
6:30pm, 8pm show

Attach
photo
here

A Christmas Carol
Children’s Audition Form

Name ____________________________

Height ___________

School _____________________________

Grade ____________

Home Phone_________________________
Parent Cell Phone ____________________
Work Number _______________________
Parent Email ____________________________________________________________
Are you auditioning to sing in the show? ____________
List previous roles:

Please list schedule conflicts between now and November 19. Show dates are
November 9, 10, 15, 16 and 17; set strike is November 18. Inschool performance date is
November 13.

